
The Bylaws of the Mu Zeta Alumni Association of

 Sigma Nu International Fraternity

Rules of the Mu Zeta Alumni Association

The Mu Zeta Alumni Association (MZAA) of Sigma Nu International Fraternity, in all MZAA Meetings convoked, does ordain and establish the Rules of the Chapter for its government.
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Article I

Mission
Once a Brother, always a Brother.

From the LAW of Sigma Nu

The Mu Zeta Alumni Association shall endeavor to support Sigma Nu alumni of the Mu Zeta Chapter of Sigma Nu International Fraternity.

Article II

Fundamental Properties of the Chapter
Section 1.
Name.
The Alumni Chapter shall be officially known as the Mu Zeta Alumni Association (MZAA) of Sigma Nu International Fraternity (the FRATERNITY) and referred to as MZAA hereafter.

Section 2.
The LAW of Sigma Nu.
The MZAA shall follow each section of the LAW of the FRATERNITY at all times. 

Section 3.
Rights.


The fundamental rights of Alumni in this Association shall be:


3.1
Attendance.


All Active Alumni (as defined in Article II, Section 4 of the MZAA Bylaws) may attend



MZAA Meetings, and this right shall not be diminished.


3.2
Objection.
Any Active Alumnus may object to any act of this Association, and it shall be entered into the Journal without alteration, comment, or delay.

Section 4.
Membership Qualifications and Restrictions.

4.1
Membership.
Membership in MZAA shall consist of Sigma Nu initiates in “good standing” with the FRATERNITY.


4.2
Good Standing.
The Alumni must have documentation granting “membership in good standing” from both the FRATERNITY and the Commander of the Mu Zeta Chapter where he was initiated.


4.3
Active Alumni.
Alumni who meet the following criteria are considered Active Alumni:




I. 
Pay all current dues as mandated by MZAA




II. 
Register with the MZAA Alumni Directory



III. 
Have graduated from Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) with an   

Undergraduate degree, OR have not been a student at RIT for one full year, after left RIT for various reasons.




IV. 
Must not be an active member of Mu Zeta collegiate Chapter.
4.4  
Membership Revocation

An Active Alumni, who is expelled from the FRATERNITY under the LAW of the FRATERNITY, as a result of Trial Code, the MZAA alumni membership shall be revoked immediately.

Section 5.
Bylaws.

5.1
Alumni Association Bylaws.
The MZAA Bylaws shall supersede any Bylaws previously created by former Mu Zeta Alumni Associations.


5.2
Amendments to the Bylaws
I. The MZAA Bylaws are permanent; they may be amended with a two-thirds vote of Active Alumni present during any MZAA Meeting.
II. The Executive Board shall notify active alumni of MZAA forty-five (45) days prior to MZAA meeting of any proposed amendments to the Bylaws.

III. The Amendments to the Bylaws can be passed by two-thirds vote of the Active Alumni by an electronic vote via email, fourteen (14) days prior to the annual MZAA meeting.
IV. The Amendment to the Bylaws shall be ratified by majority vote of the Active Alumni present at the annual MZAA meeting.


5.3
Chapter Operations.


I. 
MZAA shall abide to its Chapter Operations, which includes the rules and guidelines of all other aspects of the Association that is not included in the MZAA Bylaws.

II. 
The Chapter Operations shall be passed by majority vote of the Active Alumni present at any MZAA meeting or electronic vote via email and shall take effect immediately after the vote.

Article III
Officers
Section 1.
Candidacy Requirements
1.1 Active Alumni.

An Active Alumnus whose membership dues are paid in full at the time of elections shall be eligible for office.
Section 2.
Elected Officers.

2.1
Names.


The Elected Officers shall be as follows, in order of rank:




Eminent Commander




Lieutenant Commander




Recorder 




Treasurer


2.2
Nominations.
I. The nominations for Elected Officers shall occur during New Business of the Annual MZAA meeting to be determined by the Executive Council.
II. 
An Active Alumnus may be nominated for any position by another Active Alumnus.  A nominated Active Alumnus will either accept or decline his nomination. An Active Alumnus may not nominate himself for any position.

2.3
Election.
MZAA Officer Elections shall take place at the Annual MZAA meeting only if the officer terms are to expire, to be determined by the Executive Council.

2.4
Voting.


I. 
The vote shall be decided by majority vote present at the Annual MZAA meeting.
II. 
Each Active Alumnus shall cast one vote per officer.

III. 
Votes shall be done by secret ballot.

IV. 
An Active Alumnus cannot hold more than one Executive Council position.

Section 3.
Appointed Officers.
The new elected Executive Board shall appoint new Appointed Officers positions at the Annual MZAA meeting immediately after the election.


3.1
Names.


The Appointed Officers with rank shall be as follows, in order of rank:



Chaplain




Reporter




Marshal




Sentinel


3.2
Appointments

I. An Active Alumnus whose membership dues are paid in full at the time of appointment shall be eligible for office.



II.
Current Elected Officers are not eligible to hold any appointed Officer position.


3.3
Approval of the Appointed Officers 

The Executive Board shall approve the new Appointed Officers at the next Executive Board Meeting. 

Section 4.
Installation.

4.1
Installation of Officers.


The outgoing Commander or his designate, during New Business, shall administer the oath to the incoming Commander, and the newly installed Commander shall proceed with the installation of the new Officers.
4.2
Oath.


All Officers shall take the following Oath when they are installed:



“I promise upon my honor as a Knight and gentleman to conform to, and abide by, the



LAW of Sigma Nu International Fraternity, orders of the Grand Chapter, the High 


Council, Executive Director and the Division Commander of this Division, and the 


Rules of this Chapter, and to faithfully perform all the duties of the office to which I 


have been chosen.”

Section 5.
Officers.

5.1
Terms of Office.


The officers shall be eligible to serve for no more than two (2) consecutive two -year terms in the same position.

5.2
Assumption of Office.


Elected and Appointed Officers shall assume their respective duties immediately after adjournment of the annual MZAA meeting.
Section 6.
Resignations.


6.1
Commander Resignation.
If the Commander resigns, the Lieutenant Commander must resign from his position and assume the Commander’s position for the remainder of the term. 

6.2
Lieutenant Commander Resignation.



If the Lieutenant Commander resigns or is promoted to Commander, the new Lieutenant Commander shall be appointed by the Executive Council.

6.3 Commander and Lieutenant Commander Resignation.

I. 
If both the Commander and Lieutenant Commander resign at the same time, the highest-ranking Officer shall be given the option to fill the Commander’s position. If the highest-ranking officer turns it down, the option shall be deferred to the next highest-ranking officer.

II. 
Once the Commander position is filled; the Executive Council shall select the new Lt.Commander pursuant to Article III, Section 6.2 of the MZAA Bylaws.


6.4
Other Officer Resignations.
If any Officer resigns other than the Commander or Lieutenant Commander, the position is appointed by the Executive Council Officers via Executive Order for the remainder of the term.

Section 7.
Removal of Elected Officers.
The process of removal shall follow the Trial Code of the LAW with the following exception:

7.1
Offense.


An Elected Officer may be removed from office for the following offense:

Failure to perform the Officer’s duties and/or abusive use of the Officer’s powers.  Such duties are listed in the goals and duties of the Officer.


7.2
Penalty.
I. 
If found guilty, then the Officer must resign from his position in question.

II. 
The vacant position is filled according to the resignation procedures as defined under Article III, Section 6 of the MZAA Bylaws.

Article IV

Annual MZAA Meeting
Section 1.
Powers.
The annual MZAA Meeting shall be subject only to the LAW and the Bylaws, with jurisdiction over MZAA and its members.
Section 2.
Composition.


The annual MZAA Meeting shall consist of Active Alumni.

Section 3.
Convocations.
The annual MZAA Meeting shall be determined in the Chapter Operations with all dates properly recorded.


3.1
Time and Date.


The Executive Council sets the date and time of the annual MZAA meeting.


3.2
Notification.

The Commander shall notify Active Alumni of the annual MZAA meeting time, date, and location ninety (90) days preceding the meeting.

Section 4.
Meeting Attendance. 

4.1
Quorum.
At least fifteen (15) Active Alumni must be present to conduct business at an annual MZAA Meeting.


4.2
Proxy Votes.

Proxy votes (as defined in Article IV, Section 7 of the MZAA Bylaws) do not count towards quorum.

Section 5.
Presiding Officer.

5.1
Commander.

The Commander shall preside over the MZAA Meeting.


5.2
Absence of Presiding Officer.
I. 
If the Commander is not present, then the Lieutenant Commander shall preside over the MZAA Meeting.

II. If neither is present, the MZAA Meeting is immediately canceled.  

Section 6.
Voting.
I. 
Each Active Alumnus has one vote per motion.

II. 
The Presiding Officer does not have the power to vote, except in a case of a tie.

Section 7.
Proxy Voting.

7.1
Proxy Voting Rules.
I. 
Active Alumni may vote on any business at the MZAA meeting by a proxy vote. Proxies are not counted towards the quorum at the MZAA meeting.

II. 
Proxy votes must be documented and submitted to the MZAA Recorder no less than five (5) days before the MZAA meeting at which they shall be counted. Proxies that do not comply with these requirements shall be void.

Section 8.
Motions.

8.1
Proposed Motions.
All motions must be prepared in writing, with the author, title, or its designation, to be added to the following clause:




“I, Brother (Full Name) (Chapter and Initiation #), move to...”

Section 9.
Robert’s Rule of Order.

The MZAA meeting shall use the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall be the parliamentary authority of the Association.
Article V
Executive Council
Section 1.
Composition.
The Executive Council shall consist of the Commander, Lieutenant Commander, Recorder, and Treasurer.

Section 2.
Function.


The Executive Council shall interpret the MZAA Bylaws, and Chapter Operations.
Section 3.
Executive Council Meeting.

3.1
Quorum.
The majority of the Executive Council must be present to conduct business at the Executive Council Meetings.


3.2
Presiding Officer.
The Presiding Officer shall be the Lieutenant Commander or a designee appointed by the Lieutenant Commander if he is unable to participate in the meeting.


3.3
Meeting Procedures.
The Executive Council meeting shall use the Standing Rules to facilitate the meeting.


3.4 
Meetings.
The Executive Council shall hold it’s meeting at least twice every three months either in person or via video.
Section 4.
Votes.

4.1
Voting.
Each Executive Council Officer shall have one vote except the Presiding Officer. 


4.2
Motions.
The motion requires a majority vote to be carried.
Section 5.
Executive Orders.
I. 
An Executive Order must be an unanimous decision by all Executive Council members.



II. 
The Executive Order must be prepared in writing.

III. 
The Executive Order shall be treated as a motion, which can be overturned or amended only by at least two-thirds vote of the membership of MZAA.

Article VI
Finance
Section 1.
Fiscal Year.


The fiscal year shall begin July 1st and end June 30th. 
Section 2.
Budget.

2.1
Annual Budget.
The Treasurer shall submit an annual budget to the members of MZAA thirty (30) days prior to the annual MZAA meeting and must be approved by majority vote of the members.

2.2
Treasury.
Active Alumni have the right to view MZAA financial statements.

Section 3.
Funding Appropriations.
I. 
Any appropriation exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) requires a motion and majority vote of support from the MZAA.

II. 
Any appropriation up to and including one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) can be authorized with the majority approval of the Executive Council.

Section 4.
Membership Dues.
I. 
MZAA annual membership dues shall be paid on or before July 1st each year.
II. The membership dues shall be part of the budget motion and approved by the members present at the annual MZAA meeting. 
III. Required individual active alumni membership fee is for voting privilege and eligibility of candidacy requirement.  

Article VII
Definitions

Section 1.
Definitions.

In addition to the LAW, these definitions shall be used in the Bylaws:


1.1
MZAA.

The Mu Zeta Alumni Association of Sigma Nu International Fraternity, shall be known 


as MZAA.


1.2
Journal:


A collection of the Minutes of the MZAA Meeting.


1.3
Chair/Presiding Officer:


The Officer who is in charge of the Meeting.


1.6
Officer:


An Active Alumni who is an Elected or Appointed Officer.

1.7
Active Membership:


Membership that consists of all Active Alumni of MZAA.


1.8
Term:


Length of an Officer’s time in office.

1.9
Endorsement


Acceptable forms of endorsements are defined in the Chapter Operations.


1.10
Present

Present is defined as an Active Alumni who is physically at an MZAA meeting 


or via video.


1.11
Proxy
Proxy means an Active Alumni who has submitted his vote in writing on business or election matters at a MZAA meeting through the Recorder.


1.12
Supersede
To take the place of; replace.

1.13 Majority
In a contest of more than two choices, the number of votes cast for the winning choice if this number is not more than one half of the total votes cast. The number by which the vote of the winning choice in such a contest exceeds that of the closest opponent. 
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